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October 20, 2017 
 
Dear Brandt Parents, Guardians, and Friends, 
 
It has been a purple week. This week we embarked on all of the learning and application of Purple Ribbon Week. 
The students were engaging in kindness activities, sharing kind words to fill the “buckets” of their friends, and 
shared “their heart on their sleeves” to keep the peace. The main theme was for our entire school community to think 
and be smart, because it is hard to fix a wrinkled heart. It is always such a pleasure to see the children in class, 
hallways, and on the rooftop repeating these major themes and embodying them as they engage in social situations. 
It is the Hoboken way! 
 
This upcoming week we have a new focus. On Monday, we embark on Red Ribbon Week. We will make 
commitments to keeping our hearts, brain, and body healthy. We will have many activities at the classroom level 
like wearing our coolest and funniest socks, creating a color chart of healthy food options, listening to cool tunes 
during our lunch period, bringing a favorite stuffed animal to school, and dressing up as superheroes. The last one 
will be the most exciting, I am certain! 
  
The first phase of our Global Citizenship Initiative, Brandt Believes in Puerto Rico, has just wrapped and now 
begins the work of counting change and sending the proceeds to the Hurricane Maria Fund, in partnership with the 
BPC. I have been in contact with the Rafael Hernandez Arana Primary School in Lares, Puerto Rico and they have 
been so moved by our work. The Director of the school has asked that I share with you his heartfelt gratitude for the 
kindness of America’s youngest citizens. We will very shortly send next step information regarding what our 
continued partnership will look like. On a personal note, I want to share that my family home in San Sebastian, 
Puerto Rico suffered minor damage. The community remains without power and there is minimal water being 
delivered. I feel thankful to have a school community that sees the value in global citizenship and in reaching out 
and helping fellow Americans. The spirit of this great country resonates internationally.  
 
Lastly, I want to share that we will be adjusting our lunch procedures in Grades 1 and 2. To ensure that the level of 
supervision and oversight at recess remain at the highest capacity, we will be splitting the eight classrooms into two-
mini periods. The students will still enjoy the full 45-minute lunch period (12:00 pm-12:45 pm). We will have 4 
classes eating in the cafeteria from 12:00 pm-12:20 pm and the other 4 classes will be engaged in the structured play 
that occurs during recess. The classes will then simply switch. This shift will allow for closer monitoring of all 
children during lunch and recess. It will also grant our students more access to the playground and provide much 
more space to run.  I want to also communicate that if a student is not yet done eating, the lunch monitor will allow 
them additional time and coordinate with the other current lunch monitors to ensure the student enjoys the remaining 
period of recess. We will gather some data from the students and the staff and share it shortly. I am happy to talk to 
you regarding this on Wednesday, October 25th for Parent-Teacher Night. I can’t wait to see you! 
 
Remember that a happy child is a learning child! I look forward to seeing you at drop-off, at pick-up and around our 
amazing little town! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Principal Rodriguez-Gomez 


